THE PHOENIX PLAYERS – SWINDON

CONSTITUTION

1.  Name:

The name of the organisation shall be The Phoenix Players. (Hereinafter referred to as The Players).

2.  Objectives:

a)  The performance of plays of quality.

b)  Such further activities in connection with Dramatic Arts as may be thought desirable by the Executive Committee.

c)  The raising of such funds as may be necessary to promote these objectives.

3.  Membership:

Applications for membership shall be made to the Secretary for consideration by the Executive Committee. There shall be three classes of membership.

a)  Acting Members

b)  Non Acting Members

c)  Honorary Life Members. These members be have given outstanding service to The Players for many years and have been granted Life Membership following nomination by the Executive Committee and elected by a majority of members at an Annual General Meeting. (Hereinafter referred to as the AGM).

4.  Subscriptions:

The Annual Subscription, payable at the AGM shall run from the 1st day of June until the 31st day of May the following year.
a)  The amount shall be reviewed at the AGM.

b)  Payment of the Subscription should be made before the end of the first Quarter. It will be assumed that should the subscription not be forthcoming after this date that the member wishes membership to cease.

c)  Honorary Life Members will not be required to pay an annual subscription.

5.  President:

The Players AGM may elect a President who shall automatically serve as an Officer of the society, and shall preside, when available, at all meetings of The Players

6.  The Executive Committee:
a)  The Management of The Players to be vested in an Executive Committee (hereinafter referred to as The

Committee) which shall consist of the Officers and 4 Members of The Players.

b)  The Officers to be elected at the AGM shall be the President, the General Secretary, the Production Secretary, the Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and the Publicity Manager, together with 4 other members. The Committee members shall serve for 1 year only, but will be eligible for re-election if nominated for subsequent terms of office. 

c)  The Committee shall elect a Chairman from their number who will preside over meetings of The Players in the absence of the President. 

d)  Nominations for Officers and Committee members may be made in writing to the General Secretary prior to the AGM, or verbally during that meeting. 

e)  The ballot shall be by show of hands.

f)  Should there be more than one nomination for any post, election for that post shall be by secret ballot.

g)  Each member of the Committee shall have one vote. In the event of the voting being tied, the President / Chairman shall have an additional or casting vote.

h)  Should the occasion arise the Committee shall have the power to co-opt a maximum of 3 other members.

i)  If a member is co-opted to fill a vacancy on the Committee, that member shall have full voting rights in committee.

ii) Should the member be co-opted to carry out a specific task that member shall not have voting rights in committee. 

k)  The Committee shall have the power to appoint ad-hoc      sub-committees as deemed necessary. Any member of The Players may be co-opted on to such committees, provided that at least 1 member of the Executive Committee also serve on the sub-committee.

l)  The Committee shall have the power to deal with any matters not specifically covered by the Constitution where it is impractical to call a General Meeting.
m)  At meeting of the Executive Committee 5 shall form a quorum.

7.  Funds:

The Players shall be a non-profit making Organisation.

a)  The funds of The Players shall be applied solely to the stated objectives (see section 2).

b)  No member of The Players shall receive payment directly or indirectly for services to The Players, or for other than legitimate expenses incurred in carrying out the objectives (see section 2).

8.  Accounts & Audit:
Financial transactions of The Players shall be recorded in an efficient manner, and an audited balance sheet presented to the AGM, which shall be open for inspection by members of The Players at that meeting.

a)  The accounts of The Players shall be made up to the 31st May in each year and such accounts audited by 2 Auditors, elected at the previous AGM.

b)  The process for electing the Auditors following nomination shall be by show of hands or secret ballot.

9.  Annual General Meeting:

One ordinary meeting of The Players, called the AGM, shall be held as soon as conveniently possible following the end of the Financial Year.
a)  Members shall receive ten clear days notice in writing of the meeting by post or electronically.

b)  The notice calling the meeting shall state the business to be transacted.

The business to be carried out at each AGM shall be as follows;

a)  Submission of a report on the activities of the previous year.

b)  Consideration of the annual accounts of The Players.

c)  The election of Officers, Committee and Auditors.

d)  Review of the Annual Subscriptions.

e)  Any Other Business

i)  If members wish to raise any matter in AOB notice should be given to the General Secretary prior to the meeting by post or electronically.

ii)  Twelve members shall form a quorum at an AGM.

10.  Extraordinary General Meeting:

An Extraordinary General Meeting shall be convened when:
a)  When the Committee consider it necessary.

b)  Upon receipt of a written request by the General Secretary bearing the signatures of not less than twelve members of The Players

Members shall receive ten clear days notice of the meeting and the method for calling it shall be as for the AGM.  Twenty members shall form a quorum.

11.  Alteration to The Constitution:

The Constitution shall only be altered by a resolution duly passed by a two thirds majority of those present at an AGM.

12.  Winding Up:
The activities of The Players shall not be terminated except by the Resolution of an Extraordinary General Meeting convened for that purpose.

In the event of the activities of The Players being terminated, any funds remaining shall be passed to such other groups or bodies, as approved by a two thirds majority of those present at the EGM, that undertake to use the funds in a manner consistent with the objectives of The Players.

13.  Copies of the Constitution:

Each member of the Players shall be furnished with a copy of  the Constitution.

This amended Constitution came into force on the 12th day of June 2013, replacing the previous Constitution dated the 28th day of June 2006.

